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RECOMMENDED COURSE LIST FOR CLASS VISITS 
 
INRE 44802 Network Theory for International Political Economy 
Instructor: Matthias Staisch  
Monday 9:30 a.m. - 12:20 p.m., Saieh 242 
This course introduces students to the ongoing network turn in international political 
economy (IPE). It has three goals. First, students will replace purely metaphorical (and 
vague) talk of networks with focused propositions about the network properties and 
dynamics of contemporary phenomena such as international hierarchy, regional 
fragmentation amidst global integration, and the fate of sovereign territoriality in an age of 
(violent) transnational activism. Second, students will ponder competing explanations of the 
network turn in IPE: have IPE scholars abandoned conventional analytical tools in favor of 
network theory, because the conventional toolkit already came with rudimentary network-
theoretic devices that simply needed sharpening; or did some changes in the real 
international economy prompt the shift? Finally, students will critically assess the ability of 
SNT to be a vehicle for innovative social science. They will do this, in part, by devising a 
research proposal of their own that assesses the validity and utility of testing a single 
network-theoretic proposition against some conventional competitor. 
 
PLSC 30700 Intro: Linear Models 
Instructor: John Hansen 
Monday 10:00 a.m. - 11:50 a.m., Pick Hall 506 
This course will provide an introduction to the linear model, the dominant form of statistical 
inference in the social sciences. The goals of the course are to teach students the statistical 
methods needed to pursue independent large-n research projects and to develop the skills 
necessary to pursue further methods training in the social sciences. Part I of the course 
reviews the simple linear model (as seen in STAT 22000 or its equivalent) with attention to 
the theory of statistical inference and the derivation of estimators. Basic calculus and linear 
algebra will be introduced. Part II extends the linear model to the multivariate case. 
Emphasis will be placed on model selection and specification. Part III examines the 
consequences of data that is "poorly behaved" and how to cope with the problem. 
Depending on time, Part IV will introduce special topics like systems of simultaneous 
equations, logit and probit models, time-series methods, etc. Little prior knowledge of math 
or statistics is expected, but students are expected to work hard to develop the tools 
introduced in class. 
 
INRE 31602 Human Rights: Philosophical Foundations 
 Instructor: Ben Laurence 
Monday 12:00 p.m. - 1:20 p.m., Stuart Hall 105 
Human rights are claims of justice that hold merely in virtue of our shared humanity. In this 
course we will explore philosophical theories of this elementary and crucial form of justice. 
Among topics to be considered are the role that dignity and humanity play in grounding 
such rights, their relation to political and economic institutions, and the distinction between 
duties of justice and claims of charity or humanitarian aid. Finally we will consider the 
application of such theories to concrete, problematic and pressing problems, such as global 
poverty, torture and genocide. 
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PLSC 42420 Approaches to the History of Political Thought  
Instructor: Jennifer Pitts 
Monday 1:30 p.m. - 4:20 p.m., Cobb Hall 202 
This course will examine some of the most influential recent statements of method in the 
history of political thought, alongside work by the same authors that may (or may not) put 
those methods or approaches into practice. We will read works by Quentin Skinner, Reinhart 
Koselleck, J.GA. Pocock, Leo Strauss, Sheldon Wolin, Michel Foucault, and David Scott 
among others, with some emphasis on writings about Hobbes and questions of sovereignty 
and the state. 
 
HIST 34005 The Burden of History: The Nation and Its Lost Paradise 
Instructor Angelina Ilieva 
Monday 1:30 p.m. - 2:50 p.m., Stuart Hall 104 
How and why do national identities provoke the deep emotional attachments that they do? 
In this course we try to understand these emotional attachments by examining the narrative 
of loss and redemption through which most nations in the Balkans retell their Ottoman past. 
We begin by considering the mythic temporality of the Romantic national narrative while 
focusing on specific national literary texts where the national past is retold through the 
formula of original wholeness, foreign invasion, Passion, and Salvation. We then proceed to 
unpack the structural role of the different elements of that narrative. With the help of 
Žižek’s theory of the subject as constituted by trauma, we think about the national fixation 
on the trauma of loss, and the role of trauma in the formation of national consciousness. 
Specific theme inquiries involve the figure of the Janissary as self and other, brotherhood 
and fratricide, and the writing of the national trauma on the individual physical body. 
Special attention is given to the general aesthetic of victimhood, the casting of the 
victimized national self as the object of the “other’s perverse desire.” With the help of 
Freud, Žižek, and Kant we consider the transformation of national victimhood into the 
sublimity of the national self. The main primary texts include Petar Njegoš’ Mountain Wreath 
(Serbia and Montenegro), Ismail Kadare’s The Castle (Albania), Anton Donchev’s Time of 
Parting (Bulgaria). 
 
PLSC 50103 Comparative Legal Institutions 
Instructor: Thomas Ginsburg 
Monday 1:30 p.m. - 2:35 p.m., Laird Bell Quadrangle I 
This course is designed to examine a range of legal institutions from a comparative and 
interdisciplinary perspective. It is not a traditional course in comparative law, in that it 
focuses not so much on particular rules of substantive law but on the structure of different 
legal systems and the consequences of those structural differences for law and society. In 
particular, we will focus on the economic impact of legal traditions. Readings will be drawn 
from legal and social science literature, including works from anthropology, economics, 
political science and sociology. The course will explicitly cover non-Western legal traditions 
to an extent not found in conventional comparative law courses. Furthermore, American 
institutions are explicitly included in the comparison: this is not simply a course in foreign 
law. 
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PLSC 51900 Feminist Philosophy,  
Instructor: Martha C Nussbaum 
(Limit of 5 students for class visit) 
Monday 1:30 p.m. - 2:35 p.m., Laird Bell Quadrangle V 
The course is an introduction to the major varieties of philosophical feminism. After studying 
some key historical texts in the Western tradition (Wollstonecraft, Rousseau, J. S. Mill), we 
examine four types of contemporary philosophical feminism: Liberal Feminism (Susan Moller 
Okin, Martha Nussbaum), Radical Feminism (Catharine MacKinnon, Andrea Dworkin), 
Difference Feminism (Carol Gilligan, Annette Baier, Nel Noddings), and Postmodern "Queer" 
Gender Theory (Judith Butler, Michael Warner). After studying each of these approaches, we 
will focus on political and ethical problems of contemporary international feminism, asking 
how well each of the approaches addresses these problems.  
 
PLSC 41101 The Politics of Wealth Redistribution 
Instructor: Michael Albertus 
(Limit of 5 students for class visit) 
Monday 3:00 p.m. - 5:50 p.m., Pick Hall 506 
How do political institutions affect the structure and scope of wealth redistribution 
initiatives? This graduate seminar will introduce students to the scholarly literature on 
redistribution, focusing primarily on recent work. We will study the causes and 
consequences of redistribution, focusing both on the institutions that shape incentives for 
governments to implement redistribution, as well as the mechanisms, actors, and 
international conditions that can erode government incentives or capabilities to redistribute. 
The emphasis of the course will be twofold: rigorously examining the inferences we can 
draw from existing work, and designing research that can contribute to a better 
understanding of the fundamental questions regarding redistributive policies. 
 
PLSC 45705 Theories of Global Capitalism Since Hobson 
Instructor: Gary B Herrigel 
Monday 3:00 p.m. - 5:50 p.m., Wieboldt Hall 103 
This course examines theories of capitalist globalization and its relationship to/ role in 
economic and political development in the non Western world since the beginning of the 
20th century. Emphasis will be placed on the way in which various authors normatively 
understand the relationship between politics and economic process. Works by Hobson, 
Lenin, Luxemburg, Schumpeter, Lewis, Hirschman, Frank, Evans, Arrighi, Vernon, Stiglitz, 
Rodrik and others will be considered. 
 


